











THE 
HOPKINSIAN MAGAZINE. 





—_—_— ee SD 
VOL. Il. JULY, 1828. NO. 7, 
SERMON. 


Romans x. 1, 2,3. Brethren, my heart’s desire, and prayer to God 
Sor Israel is, that they might be saved. For I bear them record, that 
they have a zeal of God, but not according te knowledge. For they be- 
ing ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their 
own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness 
of God, 

These words naturally lead us to inquire, why the apostle Paul be- 
lieved, that his Jewish brethren were entirely destitute of true relig- 
ion. 

The apostle here solemnly declares, that he believed his Jewish 
brethren were totally destitute of true religion, and exposed to future 
and eternal ruin. It is, therefore, a very serious and important 
inquiry, why he entertained such an unfavorable opinion of those, who 
were of the seed of Abraham, of the stock of Israel, and descendants 
of God’s peculiar people. Here then, I would observe, 

1. That he did not form this unfavorable opinion of his brethren ac- 
cording to the flesh, through any religious prejudice. Religious 
prejudice is of a blinding nature, and tends to lead those who are un- 
der its influence, to form an unjust and censorious opinion of the re- 
ligious character of others. Nathanael was prejudiced against Christ, 
on account of the place of his birth and education. For when Philip 
told him, “ We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the 
prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth the son of Joseph,” Nathanael 
expressed his surprise and prejudice—“ Can any good come out of 
Nazareth?” The Jews also were so prejudiced against the Samari- 
tans, that they would have no dealings with them. But Paul had no 
such national prejudice against the Jews. He felt both a natural and 
benevolent affection towards them, which he expressed in the strong- 
est terms. “Brethren, my heart’s desire, and prayer to God for Is- 
rael is, that they might be saved.” He not only wished and desired, 
but heartily prayed for their salvation. He really believed, that they 
were entirely destitute of grace, and were pursuing 4 devout path to 
destruction. He knew, that they had a very different opinion of 
themselves, and thought they were eminently pious, and going in the 
direct road to heaven. But he saw something about them, which 
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convinced him that they were under a strong delusion, which ex- 
posed them to final disappointment and ruin. This exeited his tender 
compassion towards them, and his ardent, benevolent desire and 
prayer, that they might be undeceived and saved from the wrath to 
come. It was not owing, therefore, in the least degree, to any preju- 
dicé he had against them, that he plainly and faithfully told them, 
that they were in the state of nature, unrenewed, and unentitled to 
@ternal life ; but it was solely owing to his sincere and compassionate 
desire for their spiritual and eternal good. Nor, 

2. Did he believe that they were entirely destitute of grace, be- 
cause they did not profess to have true religion. All the Jews were 
professors of religion, and some of them, especially the Scribes and 
Pharisees, were high professors, and verily thought they were emi- 
nently pious. Christ says, that they trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous, and despised others. Paul says, that while he was a 
Pharisee, he thought he was perfectly holy or entirely blameless.— 
And he tells one of that sect, that he not only professed, but 
boasted ofhis piety. “ Behold, says he tohim, thou art called a Jew, 
and restest in the law, and makest thy boast of God, and knowest his 
will, and approvest the things that are more excellent, being instruct- 
ed out of the law, and art confident that thou thyself art a gwide of the 
blind, a light to them which are in darkness, an instructer of the 
foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast the form of knowledge, and of 
truth in the law.” This was the high opinion which the Jews in 
general had of their real religion or vital piety, and which they pub- 
licly professed and boasted of. Some persons appear so amiable, 
virtuous and religious, that we should certainly believe they were 
truly pious, if they had only made a public profession of religion.— 
But it was not owing to the want of a public profession of religion, 
that the Apostle did not believe his Jewish brethren had any true 
religion or vital piety. He did not complain of their not professing 
énough, but rather of their professing too much. Nor, 

3. Was his disbelief of their piety owing to their neglect of the 
external duties of religion. hey were extremely exact and punc- 
tilious in their external obedience to the law and in the duties of de- 
votion. They paid tithe of mint, and anise, and cummin. They made 
long prayers, and fasted twice in the week. They shone like whited 
sepulchres in their external conduct, and outwardly appeared right- 
eous unto men. They resembled the young man, who said he had 
kept the whole law from his youth up. Christ allowed, that they 
sustained such a beautiful external appearance, and the Apostle does 
not deny it. But yet he did not believe, that they had the love of God 
in them, or possessed the least degree of true holiness. Besides, 

4. It was not owing to their want of zeal, in performing the duties 
‘und promoting the cause of what they considered true religion, thet 
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he did riot bélievé that they had any saving grace. Christ did not 
complain of them for having too little, but for having too much relig- 
tous zeal. He said, “Wo unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites: for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte; and 
when he is made, ye make him two-fold moré the child of hell than 
yourselves.” Paul likewise acknowledges, that they weré as zéalous 
in religion as he evet was. He said to them; “I aif verily aman 
which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city of Cilicia, yet brought up in 
this city, at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect 
manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous towards God, as ye 
all are at this day.” And again he said; “ Ye have heard of my con- 
versation in time past in the Jews religion, how that béyond measure, 
I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it; and profited in the 
Jew’s religion above many of my equals im mine own nation, being 
exceedingly zéalous of the traditions of my fathers.” Hence he frank- 
ly acknowledges in the text, “J bear them record, that they have a 
zeal of God.” Butat the same time, in the most friendly and frater- 
nal language, he told them that he did not believe, that they kriew the 
grace of God in trath. It certainly appears strange at first view, that 
he should have such an unfdvoutable opinion of their piety; after he 
had owned them as his brethren, according to the flesh, aiid éxpress- 
ed an ardent desire for their fature and eternal good, after lie had 
acknowledged their universal external obedience to the divirie com- 
mands, and after he had allowed that they were very zealous i their 
religious duties and devotions. The serious and important question, 
which we proposed to consider, now arises : “ Why did not the apos- 
tle view his Jewish brethren ‘as visible saints ?” He did not pretend to 
speak to them and judge of thém, as a searcher of hearts, but only 
as a faithful minister, who had a right to form his religiou¢ opinion 
ef them by visible evidence. But what visible evidence ¢ould he 
have, that they were not réal saints, as they professed and believed 
themselves to be ? He tells them thé ground of his unfavoureble opin- 
ion of them, in the text. “ Brethren, my heert’s desiré and prayer to 
God for Israel is, that they might bé saved. For I bear thenr record, 
that they have a zeal of God, but not according toknowledge. For they 
being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish 
their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves to the right- 
eousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness 
to every one that believeth.” The sdlé reason which thd apdstie 
here assigns, why he had such an unfavourable opiniow of his Jéwish 
brethren, is their gross ignorance of the great and esséntial doctrines 
ef the gospel. Such ignorance they manifested by disbelieving and 
rejecting the pure doctrines of the gospel which he pteathed: He 
knew that he had preached the first principles of the oracles of God ; 
be knew that they had disbelieved and rejected those doctrines ; he 
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knew that their. cisbelief and . rejection of them was owing to their 
gross ignorance ; and he knew that such ignorance was entirely in- 
consistent with their having true love to God and faith in Christ, and 
of course, that they must be entirely destitute of saving grace. Ifyou 
now ask, what were the great and essential truths of the gospel, of 
which they were so grossly ignorant? I answer, 


1. That they were grossly ignorant of the true character of God, 
The apostle allows that they believed the existence of God, for they 
had a zeal of God ; but he immediately subjoins, that their zeal was 
not according to knowledge, for they were ignorant of his righteous- 
ness, or moral character. God is love; and his whole moral charac- 
ter consists in pure, holy, impartial, universal, disinterested, righteous 
love. The righteousness of God means the same as his holiness, and 
his holiness comprises his goodness, justice, mercy, truth, and every 
moral excellence or perfection of his nature. But Paul’s Jewish 
brethren had no true knowledge of these moral attributes of God, 
They thought he was altogether such an one as themselves ; that he 
felt benevolently towards his friends, and malevolently towards his 
enemies. For this Christ condemned and reproved them. “ Ye have 
heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate 
thine enemies; but I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
that despitefully use you; that ye may be the children of your Fa- 
ther, which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. Be 
ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is per- 
fect.” They did not believe that God is good unto all, and his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works. They supposed, that his benevo- 
lent regard to their nation, excluded all his benevolent regard to all 
other nations. They had no idea of his disinterested and universal 
benevolence, and were therefore entirely ignorant of his inflexible 
justice, and sovereign mercy. When Christ preached in the con- 
gregation of Nazareth upon the doctrine of divine sovereignty in 
saving some and not others; “the whole assembly were filled with 
wrath ; and rose up, and thrust him out of the city and led him un- 
to the brow of the hill (whereon this city was built) that they might 
cast him down headlong.” And when Paul taught the doctrine of 
Election and Reprobation, they complained and were ready to say, 
“Why doth God find fault ? For who hath resisted his will ?” This 
was tantamount to saying, that the doctrine of Election and Reproba- 
tion destroyed man’s free agency and accountability. The apostle 
had clear, personal knowledge, that his Jewish brethren were gross- 
ly ignorant of the moral character, the holy designs, and benevolent 






















































1828, Sermon. 149 


government of God, and therefore could have no right affections 
towards him. 

2. They were no less ignorant of the Law, than of the character 
of God. The divine law is a transcript of the divine character. It 
expresses the very heart of God, or his holy, benevolent feelings tow- 
ards all the moral subjects of his moral kingdom. Those, therefore, 
who are ignorant of God’s moral character, must be equally ignorant 
of his moral law. The precept of the law expresses what God loves 
and approves; and the penalty of the law expresses what God hates 
and condemns. As God is pessessed of pure, perfect, disinterested 
benevolence, so he must love and approve of pure, disinterested be- 
nevolence, and hate and condemn all selfishness. Accordingly, we 
find that the precept of his law requires pure, disinterested love to 
God and man, and forbids all partial, mercenary, selfish affections 
towards God and man. But as the Jews were ignorant of the pure 
holiness, righteousness, and benevolence of God; so they were 
equally ignorant of the holiness, righteousness, and spirituality of 
both the precept and penalty of the divine law. Christ, in his ser- 
mon on the mount, reproved and condemned them for their gross ig- 
norance of the divine law. He told them, that the divine law requir- 
ed them to love God supremely, and their neighbour as themselves ; 
and to do to others, as they would that others should to them. He 
told them, that the divine law primarily and supremely respected 
their hearts, and not merely their external conduct, as they believed 
and maintained. He said to them, “ Well hath Esaias prophesied of 
you hypocrites, as it is written, this people honoureth me with their 
lips, but their heart is far from me. Full well ye reject the command- 
ment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.” The amiable 
young man, that said he had kept the whole law from his youth up, 
was totally ignorant of that pure, disinterested love, which the di- 
vine law required of him. And Paul, while he was a Pharisee, was 
equally ignorant of what the precept ofthe divine law required. 
For he was confident, that in respect to the righteousness of the 
Jaw, “ he was blameless,” or had perfectly obeyed it; and did not dis- 
cover his gross ignorance, unti! he understeod the prohibition, “ Thou 
shalt not covet ;” or exercise selfishness. Then he was convinced, 
that he had been destitute of that disinterested love, which the law 
ef God requires. He knew, therefore, by his own experience, that 
his Jewish brethren were entirely ignorant of the law, as well as of 
the moral character of God ; which authorized him to tell them, that 
they were in a graceless and perishing condition. 

3. The apostle’s Jewish brethren were grossly ignorant of the de- 
pravity and criminality of their own hearts, This was the necessary 
consequence of their ignorance of God and of the divinelaw. Thev 
did not know that the divine law required pure disinterested love te 
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God and man, and therefore did not khow, that évéry sélfish affec: 
tion of their hearts and every selfish action of their lives, was a tfane- 
gression of the divine law, and deserved eternal death. The phari- 
see, that went up to the temple to pray, felt no guilt, and feared no 
danger, and only thanked God for his discriminating goodnes#. Noné 
ef that sect knew that they were spiritually blind, and deaf, and dead 
in trespasses and sins, under a sentence of condemnation by the di- 
vine law, and exposed to endless ruin. Hence Christ said ona cer- 
tain oecasion, “ for judgment I am come into this world, that they 
which see not, might see ; and that they which see, might be made 
blind. And some of the Pharisees which were with him, heard these 
words, and said unto him, are we blind also? Jesus said unto them, 
if ye were blind, ye should have no sin; but now ye say, We see; 


therefore, your sin remaineth.” Paul acknowledges, that while he 


was a Pharisee, he was entirely ignorant of the total depravity, self- 
ishness and criminality of his own heart, and of his just desert of that 
eternal death which the holy law of God threatened to every trans- 
gressor of it. “What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God for- 
bid. Nay, [had not known sin, but by the law: forI had not known 
lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. But sin taking 
occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of coricu- 
piscence. For without the law, sin wasdead. For I was alive with- 
out the law once ; but when the commandment came, sin revived and 
I died. And the commandment which was ordained t6 life, I found 
to be unto death. For sin, taking occasion by the conitmandment, 
deceived me, and by itslew me. Wherefore the law is holy, and the 
commandment holy, and just, and good.” Paul here, by des¢ribing 
the ignoranee of his own heart, while in the state of naturé, lias de- 
scribed the ignorance of his Jewish brethren, in respect to theit de- 
pravity, guilt, and desert of eternal death. And therefore he knew, 
that such ignorance &s he once had of his own heart, and such igno- 
rance as his Jewish brethren had then, was totally iticonsistent 
with theis having any true love to God, or any true obedience to his 
law, or any true submission to his holy and sbsolute sdvéereignty.— 
This knowledge of them gave him a right to believe that they were 
not visible saints, but visible sinners, and in a graceless and perishing 
condition. 

4. Paul’s Jewish brethren were grossly ignorant of the divinity and 
character of Christ as Mediator. He came to his own, but his own 
knew him not and received him not. Though the Jews were his pe- 
culiar people, to whom he had committed His sacred otdcles, which 
contain numerous and plain predictions and descriptions of his incar- 
nation, sufferings and death; yet they viewed him as a meré nian, 
and very bad man. They charged hitn with breaking the sabbath, 
with working miracles by the ‘assistance of exten; and with’ blasphe* 
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my by professing to be the Son of God, one with God, and equal to 
God. When Christ had cured the impotent man on the sabbath, 
‘‘the Jews sought te kill him, because he had not only broken the 
sabbath, but said aleo that God was his Father.” When he had cast 
out a devil from one who was blind and dumb, “the pharisees said, 
This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebud the prince of 
devils.” When Jesus said to the Jews, “verily verily [ say unto 
you, before Abraham was, I am, Then took they up stones to cast at 
him. And when Christ said, “I and my Fath@r are one, Then the 
Jews took up stones again to stone him. Jesus answered them, 
Many good works have I shewed you from my Father ; for which of 
those works do ye stone me? The Jews answered him, saying, “ For 
a good work we stone thee not ; but for blasphemy, and because that 
thou, being a man, makest thyself God.” And for this crime their 
civil and ecclesiastical rulers condemned him to die. The apostle 
ascribes this instance of their conduct to their ignorance of his divin- 
ity and mediatorial character : “ For had they known it, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory.” Hence, 


5. They were grossly ignorant of the doctrine of justification by 
faith alone, through the atonement of Christ. As they were ignor- 
ant of Christ, as God-man, mediator, so they were necessarily ignor- 
ant of the atonement he made for the sins of the world, by his suffer- 
ings and death onthe cross. Of course, they were entirely ignorant 
of the doctrine of pardon or justification, through his atoning blood. 
‘his ignorance of justification by faith alone, on the ground of 
Christ’s atonement, they plainly manifested, “by going about to es- 
tablish their own righteousness, and refusing to submit unto the 
righteousness of God, displayed on the cross by Jesus Christ, who is 
the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.— 
They desired and expected to be justified by the works of the law, 
and not by faith in Christ. They were as ignorant of the way of 
salvation through faith in Christ as mediator, as the heathens who 
never heard of Christ. The apostle knew that they could not be jus- 
tified by faith without the deeds of the law, in their present state of 
ignorance, and of consequence, that they cquid not be justified at all, 
but were under a sentence of condemnation to eternal death. Their 
ignorance of God, of his law, of their own hearts, of the divinity 
and character of Christ, and of the terms of salvation through faith 
in him, was a sufficient reason why the apostle should view them as 
totally destitute of saving grace. 


IMPROVEMENT. 
}. It appears from Paul’s manner of judging, in respect to the real 


Character of his Jewish brethren, how we ought to judge of the real 
piety of all professors of religion. He judged whether they were in 
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the state of nature, or in the state of grace, in the most candid and 
unprejudiced manner. He sincerely desired and prayed, that they 
might be the subjects of saving grace. His sincere benevolence 
disposed him to judge in the most candid and favourable manner, 
that their case could admit. He allowed they professed to love God ; 
that they were constant and even punctilious in their external obedi- 
ence to his commands; and that they were very zealous in their re- 
ligious devotions, and in their exertions to promote what they con- 
sidered the cause of religion. He observed and admitted every 
thing in their character and conduct, that had the appearance of true 
religion or vital piety. But putting all these favorable things in one 
scale; and their gross ignorance of the essential doctrines of the 
gospel in the other, he was constrained to believe, that they were en- 
tirely destitute of vital piety or saving grace. The apostle was un- 
bigotted, unprejudiced, uncensorious, and entirely candid, in forming 
this unfavorable opinion of his Jewish brethren. And this example 
of his, we all ought to follow in judging of the internal, vital piety of 
the professors of religion, in any and every denomination of Chris- 
tians. We ought to feel truly benevolent towards them, and sincere- 
ly desire their spiritual and eternal good, and admit every thing amia- 
ble and virtuous in their character and conduct; but if there appea: 
any one thing in their character and conduct, which is not compati- 
ble with their having saving grace or vital piety, we ought to view 
them not as visible saints, but as visible sinners, in a guilty and per- 
ishing condition. There was but one thing that destroyed the apos- 
tle’s charity towards his Jewish brethren; and that was something 
totally incompatible with true love to God and Christ. There are 
now various denominations of Christians, who exhibit every mark of 
piety, but one thing, and at the same time, exhibit one thing, that is 
totally inconsistent with the least spark of saving grace. Of such, 
if we are really candid and unprejudiced, we must form the same un- 
favorable opinion, that the apostle did of his Jewish brethren. And 
in such a case, we ought not to be called bigotted, prejudiced, or 
censorious, in believing them to be entirely destitute of the grace of 
God. I know, that many say, we ought to believe that every person 
in every religious denomination, who professes religion and lives @ 
regular life, is a real saint; but Paul did not think so, nor say so; 
and we have no right to think so, nor say so. We ought to be can- 
did in judging of the piety of others, and at the same time, we ought 
to be impartial, and judge righteous judgment. One religious de- 
nomination have the same right to judge candidly and impartially of 
the piety of any other religious denomination, that Paul had to judge 
ofthe piety of his Jewish brethren; and if they do judge candidly 
and impartially on this very interesting subject, there is no more reg 
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son to call them bigotted and censorious, in case they judge unfa- 
vourably, than there was to call the apostle so. 

2. It appears from this discourse, that gross ignorance of the es- 
sential doctrines of the gospel is totally incompatible with vital piety. 
The apostle believed this to be true, and acted accordingly. Though 
his Jewish brethren professed to be religious, though they externally 
obeyed the divine commands, and though they were very zealous in 
their religious devotions and exertions, yet he could not believe, that 
they were pious, so long as they were grossly ignoront of the funda- 
mental doctrines of the gospel. They were grossly ignorant of the 
true character of God ; they were grossly ignorant of the nature and 
extent of both the precept and penaly of the divine law; they were 
grossly ignorant of the entire depravity and sinfulness of their own 
hearts; they were grossly ignorant of the divinity and mediatorial 
character and conduct of Christ; and of course they were totally 
ignorant of the doctrine of justification by faith alone in the suffer- 
ings and death of the divine Redeemer. These were all essential 
doctrines of the gospel, and of these the Scribes and Pharisees and 
Jews in general, were grossly ignorant. This ignorance the apos- 
tle supposed was entirely incompatible with their having any truly 
holy or gracious affections. And who would not have formed the 
same opinion that he did? I appeal to you, my hearers, whether you 
can believe any man to be the subject of saving grace, who is ignor- 
ant of the true character of God, of the true nature and extent of the 
precept and penalty of the divine law, of the criminality of his own 
totally depraved heart, of the divinity and mediatorial character of 
Christ, and of the ground of pardon and justification, through faith in 
his atonement. You can no more believe such a man isa real Chris- 
tian, than you can believe, that a man who never saw or heard of the 
Bible and what is in it, can be a real Christian. The apostle puts a 
similar question in our context. He asks, “ How shall they (that is 
the Gentiles) call on him in whom they have not believed ? and how 
shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how 
shall they hear without a preacher ?” Who can love the true charac- 
ter of God, which he does not know? who can obey the precepts and 
prohibitions of the divine law, which he does not understand? whe 
can make him a good heart, who does not know that he has a bad 
one? whe can trust in Christ alone for pardon and justification, who 
does not know what he has done to procure pardon and salvation for 
sinners? The apostle had good reason to think that the Jews were 
ignorant of the essential doctrines of the gospel, and that their ignor- 
ance alone was absolutely inconsistent with their having the grace of 
God in truth. And the mere ignorance of the fundamental doctrines 
of the gospel, is as inconsistent with vital piety now, as it was in the 


apostle’s day. Though ignorance may be the mother of devotion, it 
20 
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cannot be the mother of piety. Though tlie Jews had every thing in 
their favour, but ignorance ; yet that alone was incompatible with vi- 
tal piety. And the ignorance of thousands and thousands since, has 
undoubtedly proved fatal to them. The knowledge ofthe great and 
peculiar doctrines of the gospel, is essential to saving grace, or vital 
piety. 

3. If mere ignorance of the essential doctrines of the gospel be in- 
compatible with vital piety, then those who are ignorant of the essen- 
tial doctrines of the gospel, cannot give credible evidence to others, 
that they are rea] Christians or subjects of saving grace. The Scribes 
and Pharisees and Jews in general, publicly prefessed religion, and 
appeared devout and zealous in their religious services and exer- 
tions ; but all these things did not convince the apostle, that they had 
any true religion or vital piety, merely because they were ignorant oi 
the pure and peculiar doctrines of the gospel. And while they were 
in this state of ignorance, what more could they have done that they 
did not do, to convince the apostle that they were real saints? And 
what more can any persons at this day do, to convince others, that they 
are real Christians, while they avow their ignorance of, and opposi- 
tion to the essential doctrines. of the gospel? They cannot do any 
more than the Jews did. But men are generally more catholic an 
charitable now, than the apostle Paul was. How often do we now 
hear pious and intelligevt Christians say, that they believe such and 


such a man is a real Christian, thongh he is apparently ignorant of 


the true character of God, of the true spirit of the law, of the true 
nature of his own moral depravity, of the true character of the Sa- 
vionr, and of the true terms of salvation through faith in his atone. 
ment of sin ? Mere igvorance of these essential doctrives of the gos 

pel, and even.open opposition to them, is no bar to their charity for 
him as a'pious Christian. There are thousands in this land, who are 
such ignorant and heretical professors of religion: sid yet many pi 

ous and intelligent Christians will believe, that they are really and 
eminently pious. No man wasa more bitter and open enemy to the 
essential doctrines of the.gospel than Mr. Wesley. ‘T'liis I assert no 

from hearsay, but from his own words which he published, and I hav 
read. Yet he was esteemed hy multitudes as a most eminently de 

vout and pions Christian, and his followers are still viewed. in the 
same light. How often.do wehear it said, that no man will be con- 
demned, on account of the denomination to which he belongs, nor on 
account of any false sentiments, which he sincerely and devoutly em- 
braces; because he may still be a. very devout.and emineot Chris- 
tian. But I ask again, how it is possible, that those who are ignor- 
ant of, and opposed to the essential doctrines of the gospel, can give 
credible evidence to others, that they are truly pious?.T’o me it ap- 
pears impossible. For though they may profess religion, though 
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they may practice the external duties of religion, and though they 
may have religious affections, yetitis certain that their religious af- 
fections are placed upon a false idea of God, upon a false idea of the 
divine law, upon a false idea of their own-depravity, upon a false idea 
ofthe Saviour, and upon a false idea of the terms of salvation; and 
such affections must be as false as the objects upon which they are 
placed. It is, therefore, out of their power to give credible evidence 
to others, that they have any true love to God, or to Christ, or to the 
gospel. The ignorance and error of such persons plainly contradict 
and destroy all the evidence they can give to others, that they ure re- 
al saints or truly pious. 

4. It appears from this discourse, that we are in danger, at this 
day, of exercising an unscriptural charity or catholicism towards 
nominal professors of religion. We are loudly and solemnly catied 
upon by sermons and religious publications to extend our charity to 
almost all denominations of Christians, and to hold Christian com- 
munion and fellowship with them, and to lay -aside all bigotry and 
censoriousness in respect to those who differ from us in their relig- 
ious sentiments. It is undoubtedly our duty to lay aside all bigotry 
and censoriousness, and to become as benevolent, candid, and char- 
itable towards all religious denominations as the apostle Paul was, 
but not togo beyond the example he has set us. He did not exercise 
charity towards his dear Jewish brethren, but viewed them as visible 
sinners, and not as visible saints, and exposed to perish forever. He 
exhorted true Christians to withhold their charity from them, and 
avoid fellowship and communion with them. “Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath right- 
eousness with unrighteousness ? and what communion hath light 
with darkness? and what concord hath Christ with Belial? Where- 
fore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be 
a father unto you, and ye shali be my ‘sons and daughters, saith the 
Lord Almighty.” The distinction between saints and sinners is as 
great now as ever it was, and the visibility of this distinction is as 
great now as ever it was. ‘Ihe apostie’s exhortation to Christians in 
his day, applies to Christians at this day. Those at this day whoare 
ignorant of, and opposed to the essential doctrines of the gospel, are 
not visible saints, but visible sinners. Are there not various denom- 
inations of Christians at this day, who professedly disbelieve and 
openly oppose the essential doctrines of the gospel ? Do they not dis- 
believe and oppose the true character of God, the true spirit of the 
law, the real depravity of their own hearts, the: true character of 
Christ, and the true terms of salvation? Or, to put these ideas in dif- 
terent words, Do they not disbelieve and oppose the doctrine of di- 
vine sovereignty, the doctrine of election, the doctrine of reproba- 
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tion, the doctrine of unconditional submission, the doctrine of disin- 
terested benevolence, the doctrine of total depravity, the doctrine of 
Christ’s atonement, and the doctrine of justification through faith in. 
the Redeemer’s blood? Would the apostie, do you think, admit such 
ignorant and erroneous persons to be visible Christians? And if he 
would not, why should we? I am speaking of different denomina- 
tions of Christians, in respect to their religious sentiments which 
they avow, and not in respect to their personal conduct. We ought 
to be as benevolentiand candid towards the most erroneous denom- 
ination of Chaistians as the apostle was, and feel and say as he did, 
It is our heart’s desire and prayer to God, that they might be saved- 
But we ought hot to be more catholic and charitable towards them 
than he was towards his erroneous Jewish brethren. It seems to be 
the opinion and practice of many at the present day to maintain, that 
it is not necessary to know whether men believe truth, or error, or 
nothing, in order to.exercise charity towards them as real Christians. 
This is a very false, and dangerous, and corrupting ‘sentiment. For 
if men can have true religion without any true knowledge of God, of 
Christ, and of themselves, it is impossible to know what true religion 
is. This is what every unsanctified heart wishes to be true, and is 
very ready to believe to betrue. Any religion which is not accord- 
ing to knowledge, and which is not founded upon divine truth, is not 
worth having, but is worse than no religion. Unscriptural charity 
has a direct tendency to unite all denominations of Christians togeth- 
er, not ina holy, butunholy union, which is extremely dangerous. As 
it is the practice of the erroneous to propagate this unscriptural cath- 
olicism, so it isthe duty of the orthodox to refute and expose it fully, 
to prevent its fatal influence upon the ignorant and unguarded. 

5. If mere ignorance of the essential doctrines of the gospel be in- 
consistent with men’s having true religion, there is reason to fear that 
many at this day will perish through this ignorance. Notwithstand- 
ing, there is a great deal of preaching and a great deal of reading on 
religious subjects at this day ; yet there is much preaching and much 
reading which tends to divert the mnds of people from the great and 
most important truths of the gospel, and leaves them in gross ignor- 
ance of God, of Christ, and of themselves. Though people in gen- 
eral now have more knowledge of the different parts of the earth, 
of the various nations of the world, and of some of the useful arts and 
sciences, than they formerly had; yet there is no ground to think, 
that they have more knowledge of the Bible and the peculiar doc- 
trines of the gospel, than they had many years ago. But on the oth_ 
er hand, great ignorance of divine truth appears to be extensively 
prevailing and increasing, in our religious societies, especially among 
the rising generation. Thisexhibits a melancholy prospect of grea 
degeneracy in religion. It was by means of relgious ignorance, that 
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God's peculiar people became so generally and extremely degenerate 
as they were in Christ’s and the apostle’s day. And the same relig- 
jous ignorance is now producing the same fatal effects. How many 
neglect the precious seasons they have of reading the Bible, and of 
hearing the gospel? May [ not say as the apostle did, “I fear lest by 
any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety,so yout 
minus should be corrupted froin the simplicity of Christ.” The ig- 
norar.ce of many of the young at least, exposes them to be carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by those who lie in wait to de- 
ceive. There are, no doubt, some in the meridian of life, who being 
ignorant of God and their own hearts, are going about to establish 
their own righteousness, and building their hopes of heaven upon it. 
But if we may believe the apostle, they must renounce their own 
righteousness, and trust in Christ alone, who is the end of the law 
for righteousness. We believe there are some, who know the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. This then I pray, 
that your love may abeund yet more and more in knowledge and in all 
judgment. There never was more need of your becoming discrimin- 
ating Christians, that you may become the salt of the earth and light 
ofthe world, and be able to instruct others, who need two be instruct- 
ed in the first principles of the oracles of God. Error is coming in 
uyon us like a flood, and it is your imperious duty to set up a standard 
against it, and be valiant forthe truth. There is no duty, perhaps, 
which you are in greater danger of neglecting, than the duty of being 
valiant for the truth. It requires great courage and self-denial to 
stand up for God and speak on his behalf, in maintaining the great 
and precious truths which he has revealed in his word, and which 
are every day andevery where spoken against. Youcan do more, iv 
many cases, than ministers, in defence of the gospel, because you 
will be considered as more candid, impartial and disinterested in 
your zeal fer the promotion of truth, and for the detection and sup- 
pression, and extirpation of great and fatal errors. Or should your 
holy zeal be resented by errorists, you have no ground to fear the evil 
they can do you, while acting under the Captain of your salvation. 
He has graciously said to the teachers and defenders of his gospel, 
“ Lo, | am with you alway, to the end of the world.” Senex. 





SERMON. 
Psaum, xtt. 1. Help, Lord; for the godly man ceaseth ; for the 
faithful fail from among the children of men. 
[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 129.] 
IMPROVEMENT. 
1. We have reason to fear, in view of what has been said, that 


these States are fast approaching the period, when heathenism, with 
al) its attendant evils, will overspread the land. Heathens are thosé 
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who are not acquainted with the great system of revealed truth. 
But are there not many such elready inthis country ? It is computed, 
that there are now more than four millions in this nation, who are 
entirely destitute of the sacred Scriptures; and that this number is 
rapidly increasing. Besides, multitudes of those, who have the Bi- 
ble, have imbibed loose notions of Christian doctrine, duty and expe- 
rience. Revivals of religion are becoming more spurious, and every 
species of immorality, error and delusion are rapidly gaining 

ground. If these things are so, are we not approaching the period, 
when darkness will cover the land, and gross darkness the people ? 
Let us lovk at the history of those nations, that have gone in the 

same course, which we are travelling with so much speed, and see 
their end. History informs us, that ‘within one hundred years 
after the death of Christ, the gospel had been preached to every na- 
tion under heaven; so that there was not one either Greek or barba- 
rian, or of any other name, either of those who wander in tribes or 

live in tents, among whom prayers and thanksgivings were not offer- 

ed to the Father and Creator of the universe by the name of the 

crucified Jesus.’ But how was it in succeeding ages? and how is it 

in this age, with many of those nations, where the gospel was once 

heard with all gladness of heart, and obeyed? The greater part of 
the eastern world, where the gospel of Christ was first proclaimed te 

dying men, isa scene of moral dessolation. And are we not as a peo- 

ple in the same downward road, which the nations of the East have 

travelled ? 

2. We have reason to expect, in view of what has been said, tinat 
the severest judgments of heaven will, sooner or later, be poured up- 
ov the inhabitants of this guilty land. There are crimes which be- 
long, in a peculiar manner, to nations; and it has been the usual 
method of divine Providence, as appears from the history of past ages, 
to punish such in time. In the prophecy of Isaiah, Jeremiah and 
izekiel, as wellas in that of Daniel, God threatens to punish the in- 
habitants of Ninevah, Babylon, Egypt and Judea, as well as the 
Mede, Persian, Syrian, Macedonian and Roman empires, for their 
national wickedness. And we know, that insucceeding ages, these 
several kingdoms were successively overturned and destreyed. When 
the measure of their iniquity was full, the day of vengeance came, and 
they fell, one after the other, to rise no more. As we are walking 
in their steps, we have reason to expect the same treatment. God 
may spure us for years to come, for the sake of our fathers, and ‘for 
the sake of that remnant of pious ones to be found among their de- 
scendants. He may prosper us exceedingly, and spare us awhile, to 
the very intent, that as a nation we may have an opportunity to fill up 
the measure of our iniquity. But whenthis is done, destruction will 
come as a whirlwind. We have reason to expect that God will be 
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avenged on such a nation as this. How easy would it be for him to 
set all men, in this land, every one against his neighbor, as he says 
he did to the people of Israel béfore the days of Zechariah ? Where 
then would be our greatness, our peace and happiness as a nation # 
What then would become of this empire ? 

3. It is easy to see, in view of what has been said, that those are 
grea‘ly mistaken, who suppose true religion is rapidly gaining ground. 
We have the clearest evidence, that the godly man is ceasing, and 
the faithful failing from this land. And if this be true, then it is cer- 
tain the religion of the gospel is not on the increase. It is often said, 
however, that we live in blessed times, that the religion of Jesus Christ 
is making speedy advances towards universal empire. In support of 
this, we are often reminded of the many revivals which are taking 
place in our day. But if many of these revivals are radically differ- 
ent in their character from those of ancient days, which have always 
been considered genuine, then they furnish no evidence, that real re 
ligion is on the increase. In support of the same thing, we are some- 
times reminded of the many religious tracts now incirculation. But 
it is acknowledged by good judges, that many of them do not con- 
tain one distinctive mark of Christian character. And it is allowed, 
that others contain dangerous and even fatal errors, being well fitted 
to deceive, delude and destroy the souls of men. How then can the 
efforts made to inculcate such things, be regarded as evidence that 
genuine religion is gaining ground? and especially when it is con- 
sidered, that these are often read and taken as the standard, to the 
exclusion of the Blble? It is not my intention to condemmall the 
tracts now in circulation. Some of them are excellent and useful. 
But the greater part of them are certainly very far from the standard 
of religion, which God has been pleased to set up in the world. 
Should much of that, which now passes currently under the name of 
religion, be compared with this standard, we have reason to believe 
it would soon be found like sounding brass oratinkling cymbal. We 
hence see the mistake of those, who suppose that real religion is rap- 
idly gaining ground. 

4. We have reason to expect, in view of the general aspect of 
things, that the day of darkness and trouble to the church is fast ape 
proaching. The Lord Jesus demands, “ When the Son of man com- 
eth, shall he find faith on the earth ?”” This has generally been refer- 
red to his coming to destroy his enemies in order to the introduction of 
the latter day ; and indicates, that vital religion will almost be ban- 
ished from the abodes of man. In reference to that day, the apostle 
says: For the time will come, when ‘men will not endure sound doc- 
trine. Now if we may judge fromthe appearance of things, this time 
has already commenced. What unwearied pains are taken, and 
what incessant efforts and exertions are made to destroy the truth! 
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John tells us, that, in those days, the witnesses for the truth will be 
slain ; when none shall be found, who will dare te come forward in 
the face of the most raging persecutibn, and vindicate the cause of 
truth for the space of three years and an half. In view of these days 
of trouble and darkness, God is represented as saying to his church : 
“Come my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors 
about thee ; hide thyself as it were a little moment, until the indigna- 
tion be overpast. For behold the Lord cometh out of his place to 
punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also 
shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.—Behold 
the Lord maketh the earth empty.” During this period of consterna- 
tion and dismay, when the Son is to rule his enemies with a rod of 
iron, is to be fought, according to the representation of the angel te 
John, the great battle of God Almighty : when his adversaries are to 
be destroyed, and the earth given to the meek, who shall delight 
themselves in the abundance of peace. It appears, therefore, with 
great clearness, from the testimony of scripture, that there is to be, 
before the binding of satan for a thousand years, a season of great 
darkness and trouble to the church. And it appears, with geeat 
clearness, from the signs of the times, that this season is near, even 
at the door. 

5. It is easy to discover, in view of what has been said, one rea- 
son why some of the peculiar truths of the gospel are so often said to 
be new. At first, the progress of error was slow. One step after 
another was taken ; one truth after another was abandoned, so that 
men beeame by degrees more lax in their views of Christian doc- 
trine, duty and experience. But they still retained the name, which 
their fathers had used to designate the system of sentiments that they 
had embraced. In this course, things have been moving onward for 
seventy or eighty years past. Many call themselves Calvinists, 
though they have long since abandoned the distinguishing doctrines 
ef Calvinism, and taken the Arminian ground. It has so happened, 
therefore, that the few, who still adhere firmly to the leading features 
of the Calvinistic system, are often represented as believing new and 
Strange doctrines. Hence what is so often said in relation to Hop- 
kins and Emmons, has no foundation in truth. Much that is ascribed 
to them, as something new, is nothing more than a revival and clear- 
er illustration ofthe doctrines which Luther, and Calvin, and all the 
Reformers believed, taught and defended. And these are the dec- 
trines which our pilgrim fathers brought with them to this land. {t 
is true, Hopkins and Emmons have done much to revive, defend and 
Hlustrate the peculiar doctrines of Calvinism, which are gone so much 
into disrepute. And it is true, that they have reflected much light 
on some important subjects. But many of those views of truth, which 


are so often represeute? as peculiar te them, belong equally to all 
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the Reformers, and to our venerable forefathers. It is easy, there- 
fore to discover one reason why those who adhere to the Calvinistic 
system, are so often represented as the ‘setters forth of new and 
strange things.’ 

6. It is evident, in view of what has been said, that there is, at this 
day, great danger of getting false hopes. Indeed, men are in the 
greatest danger of being deceived, and ultimately and eternally lost. 
How can it be otherwise? since delusion and error, under various 
imposing names and forms, are spreading themselves so extensively ? 
since such lax views of divine truth, such loose notions of Christian 
duty, and such unscriptural views of religious experience are prevail- 
ing so generally in this land? The truth is, men love darkness rath- 
er than light. And since men are by nature wholly selfish, since 
they desire to be saved so as to escape suffering, and since they know 
that they cannot be saved without some kind of religion; they are 
in great danger of embracing any system of religion, which promises 
to carry them to heaven without a radical compliance with the hu- 
miliating terms of the gospel. And this is what every system of er- 
ror and false religion engages to do. But all systems of this descrip- 
tion are founded im selfishness. And as selfish religion is so common 
and fashionable at this day, men are in the greatest danger of falling 
in with, and embracing some one of the various, discordant and de- 
structive systems of error and delusion, which are now abroad in the 
land. And hence they are in peculiar danger of getting false hopes, 
{being deceived, and ruined eternally. 

7. It appears in the light of what has been said, that there is great 
und pressing need of a general and thorough reformation. Such a 
reform is needed in every part of the land. And unless we are soon 
a reformed people, we shall be ruined beyond the hope of recovery. 
Every step in the downward course, is carrying us forward with an 
accelerating motion and force. The morals of community need to be 
reformed ; and we all know, that there are many things in the visible 

hurch, which ought to be done away immediately. Wherever we 
turn our eyes, and contemplate passing events, in connexiom with the 
spirit of the times, and in the clear light of divine instruction, we are 
admonished of the imperiougsmnecessity of a general and thorough re- 
form. 

8. Itclearly appears, in view of what has been said, that much as 
a reformation is needed, there is but little reason to hope for one. To 
hope for any thing, where there is no evidence to believe it can ever 
be realized, is a mere delusion. But what reason have we to expect 
guch a blessing ? Every thing appears to be against it. The current 
seems to be set the other way, with an impetuosity, which defies all 
humaneffort. Besides, we have no reason to expect, that divine sov- 


ercignty will interpose in amy way, which may supercede the use of 
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means. But the only system of means, which alone can be instru- 
mental in effecting a thorough-going reformation and revival, is gen- 
erally laid aside. And those means and causes are in operation, 
which are well fitted to help ondelusion and error. So long, there- 
fore, as things continue in their present course, there is little or ne 
reason to hope for such a reformation and revival, as will save us 
from ruin. 

9. How alarming the situation of impenitent sinners! They ere 
exposed to danger on every side. They are naturally children of 
wrath, because children of disobedience. They love darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds are evil; and possess a heart deceit 
ful above all things, and desperately, and totally, and incurably wick- 
ed. Their situation, therefore, under the most favourable circur 
stances, even under the very best instruction, is sufficiently critica! 
and alarming to excite the compassion of such as possess one particle 
of pure benevolence. But how much more alarming does their situa- 
tion appear, when it is considered that delusion, and error, and false 
religion are holding out to them the promise of eternal life, while 
Jeading them forward, with all possible despatch, to the pit of destru: 
tion ! 

10. How gloomy the prospect of the rising generation! They are 
growing up unrestrained, and unaccustomed to subjection. Multi 
tudes are forming habits, that will render them totally unfit to perforn 
the various duties of social life, which must make them bad mem 
bers of civil society. Children should be taught obedience from the 
cradle, in order to qualify them to exercise self-government, and be 
useful citizens ina republic. But thisis the veriest trifle imagina- 
ble, compared with their eternal interests, which are so much neg 
lected. Flow many will soon be acting their parts upon the grand 
theatre of life, uninstructed in the great doctrines and duties of the 
gospel—carried about by every wind of doctrine, and exposed to ev 
ery species of delusion! Indeed, the prospects of the rising genera- 
tion are efough to make even an angel weep. 

11. This subjéct admonishes professors of religion to examine 
themselves, and to be up @nd doing. Self-examination is a work of 
great importance. Paul says, Examine yourselves whether ye be in 
the faith. ‘This is the first thing to. be ascertained. Are we pleased 
with the sublime doctrines of divine revelation? Does the contem 
plation of them give us pleasure? Or does it give us unpleasant and 
painful feelings? Do we receive the words of God, because they are 


his, and because they are sure, holy and true? Or do we reject them, 
as the Jews did, because they are not congenial with the feelings of 
eur hearts ? Do we continue steadfastly in the apostle’s doctrine, re- 
membering, that whosoever transgressetipand abideth not in the doc- 
trine of Christ, hath not God; while he that abideth in the doctrine 
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of Christ, hath both the Father and the Son? Such only as acknowl- 
edge, and receive in the love of it, the truth, which is afler godliness, 
and consent to the doctrine which is according to godliness, the Bible 
reckons among the children of God. It is highly important that pro- 
fessors know what they are ; and it highly concerns them to be up 
and doing—much is depending on them—their prayers and exertions. 

12. Since the godly man is céasing and the faithful failing, there is 
the greatest need for divine help. Nothing but the breath of the 
Almighty can roll back the current, and save the land from complete 
destruction. How appropriate then to our situation is the prayer of 
the Psalmist: “Help Lord; for the godly man ceaseth; for the 
faithful fail from among the children of men.” Amen. 





REPLY TO ENQUIRER. 
{see pace 144.] 

The communication of one so apparently candid and open to con- 
viction as Enquirer, is certainly worthy of notice. The following ex- 
tract, which appeared sometime since in a pamphlet, may, perhaps, 
give some satisfaction to Enquirer, on the subject, which he ‘calls 
up for investigation.’ If, however, he should still think, that the sen- 
timent which runs through the Calvinist’s Creed, is ‘ repugnant to al] 
our ideas of justice and goodness; he is requested to show, in his 
next communication, how this sentiment ‘impeaches the Divne holi- 
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ness and justice ;) and how it ‘exonerates man from blame ;? and also 


how this sentiment can be expunged from the Calvinist’s creed, con- 
sistently with the representations of the sacred writers. Epiror. 
THE CALVINIST’S CREED, 

On the subject of the Decrees and Agency of God. 
Extracted from a letter to a Methodist, in a Correspondence between 2 
Methodist and a Calvinist. 

Before I proceed to consider these objections, I think it may not be 
amiss to state explicitly whatI do believe on this subject, as in your 
letter you ascribe some language to me which I did not use. 

I do then believe, that ‘the Lord hath made all things for himself; 
yea even the wicked for the day of evil.’ Pr. xvi. 4. I do believe, 
that “Of him, and through him and to him, are all things.” Rom. xi. 36 
I do believe, that it is God, who worketh all things after the counsel 
of his own will.” Eph.i. 11. I do believe, that “ There are diversi- 
ties of operations, but it is#he same God which worketh allin all. 1. Cor. 
xii. 6. Ido believe, that it is God which worketh in men both to 
will and to do of his good pleasure. Phil. ii. 13. 1 do believe, that 
God says true, when he says, “I am the Lord, and there is none else. 
I form the light and create darkness, 1 make peace and create evil. I, 
the Lord, do all these things.” Isxlv. 7. I do believe, that “The 
King’s heart is in the hand of the Lord,” and that “as the rivers of 
water, he turneth it whithersoever he will.” Pr. xxi. 1. I believe, 
that when God’s people were among the Egyptians, “He turned their 
heart to hate his people, to deal subtilly with his servants.” Ps. cv. 25. 
I believe, that “ The anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, 
and he moved David agaist them to say, Go number Israel and 
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Judah.” Il. Sam. Xxiv.1. I believe that God put in the hearts of the 
kings of the earth to agree and give their kingdom unto the beast.—+ 
Rev. xvii 17._ I believe that God made the prophet and: others to err 
from his ways. Is. lxiii. 17. I believe that when Joseph’s brothren 
hated him, and sold him into Egypt, it was God that sent him before 
them to preserve life. Gen. xlv. 5, .[ believe that God made use of the 
King of Assyria as the rod of his anger, as the axe, and the saw, and 
the staff, in his hand, with which the Lord performed his work upon 
mount Zion and on Jerusalem. Is. x. 6—15. I Believe that the king 
of Babylon was God’s battle-axe, and weapons of war, and that with 
him God broke in pieces the nations. Jer. li. 20. I believe that 
“The Lord stirred up an adversary unto Solomon, Hadad the Edom- 
ite :” and that “God stirred him up another adversary, Rezon, the 
son of Eliadah.” I. K. xi. 14, 23. 1 believe that “ The God of Israel 
stirred up the spirit of Pul, King of Assyria, and the spirit of Tigath 


-pilneser, King of Assyria, against his rebellious people, and that by 


their instrumentality, “he carried them away.” I. Ch. 5, 26. I be- 
lieve, that in the former state of the Jews, when there was no peace 
to him that went out or came in, because of the affliction, it was God 
that had “set all men every one against his neighbour. Zach. viii. 10. 
[I believe that ‘God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the 
men of Shechem. Judg. 9, 23, and that he put a lying spirit in the 
mouth of Ahab’s prophets. I. K. xxii. 23. { believe that God ratsed 
up the evil of Absalom’s rebellion, as he told David he would. H. 
Sam. xii. 11. I believe that when Pharaoh had consented to let Isra- 
el go, and had said to Moses, “ Go ye, serve the Lord,” that “the 
Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let them go.” Ex 
x. 24,27. I believe that God hardened the spirit of Sihon, “and 
made his heart obstinate.” Deut. ii. 30. I believe that the Lord min- 
gied a perverse spirit in the midst ef Egypt. Is. xix. 14. I believe 
that God said true, when he said, “If the prophet be deceived when 
he hath spokena thing, I the Lord have deceived that prophet.” Ezek. 
xiv. 9. I believe that when Christ preached to some among the 
Jews, “they could not believe,” beeause, as Esaias said, God had 
blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart, that they should not see 
with their eyes, and understand with their heart, and be converted, 
ant he should heal them. Ju. xii. 40. I believe, that the non-elect 
are * blinded, according as it is written, God hath given them the spir- 
it of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should 
not hear, unto this day.” Rom. xi. 7,8. I believe that it is proper to 
say to some characters, “The Lord hath poured out upon you the 
spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes.” Is. xxix. 10. I be- 
lieve, that when the tabernacles of robbers prosper, and they that 
provoke God are secure, it isthe hand of the Lord that hath wrought 
this. Job xii. 6—9. I believe that “ A man’s heart deviseth his way. 
but the Lord directeth his steps.” Pr. xvi. 9. I believe, that when 
a kingdom rises or falls, “this matter is by the decree of the Watch 
ers, and the demand by the word of the Holy Ones, to the intent that 


the living may know that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of 


men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.” Dan. iv. 17. I believe 
that long before Christ came into the world, seyenty weeks were 
“ determined,” as the precise time, when he should be cut off, but not 
for himself. Dan. ix. 24, 26. I believe that our Lord said true, when 
he said, “ And troly the Son of Man goeth as it was determined, but 
woe unto that man by whom he is betrayed.” Lk. xxii. 22. I be- 
lieve that Christ was delivered by the determinate counsel, as well as 
by the fore-knowledge of God, and by witked hands was crucified 
and slain. Acts ii. 23. I believe it is proper to say to Ged, as the 
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inspired apostle did, “For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, 
whom thou hast anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the 
Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together, for to do 
whatsoever thy HAND and thy counsel determined before to be done.” 
Acts iv. 27, 28. I believe that Christ is “a stone of stumbling and a 
rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being dise- 
bedient, whereunto also they were appointed.” 1 Pet. ii. 8. I be- 
lieve that “there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before 
of old ordained to this condemnation.” Jude iv. I believe that 
* these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak 
evil of the things that they understand not, and shall utterly perish in 
their own corruption.” 2 Pet. ii. 12. I believe that “ for this cause 
God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie, 
that they all might be damned, who believed not the truth, but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness.” 2 Thes. ii. 11,12. I believe thatthe 
word of the Lord is unto them precept upon precept, precept upon 
precept; line upon line, line upon line ; here a little, and there a lit- 
tle; that they might go and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, 
and taken. \s. 28. 13. I believe, therefore, that God “hath merey on 
whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he harde neth.” Rom. ix. 
18. I believe, that in all these passages of scripture, God means as 
he says ; and that they are to be understood according to their plain, 
obvious import And I believe that they are translated correctly, and 
that those who attempt to do violence to them, in order to make them 
speak a different language, expose themselves tothat curse denounced 
in Rev. xxii. 18, 19, against those who shall add to, or take from the 
word of God. SO I BELIEVE. AMEN. This is God’s own lan- 
guage, and thisis my creed, on the subject of the decrees and agency 
of God. 

Now let us attend to your objections against it. First, you object, 
that it destroys the free agency of the creature, and makes him a ma- 
chine. fut this is not true. A free agertis one who chooses. A 
machine does not choose, and therefore is not a free agent. But men 
choose. When God works in man both to will and to do, it is man that 
wills and does. When God “turned the heart” of the Egyptians “ to 
hate his people,” the Egyptians freely and voluntarily hated his people, 
and dealt subtilly with his servants. If free agency consists in choos- 
ing, and God causes us to choose, he causes us to be free agents. 

2. You object, that this doctrine,that God “ worketh all things after 
the counsel of his own will,” takes away the blame of sin from the 
sinner, and casts it upon God. This is the same objection that is stat- 
ed by the apostle, Rom. ix. 19, “ Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth 
he yet find fault, for who hath resisted his will?” The best answer 
to this objection, is that which God himself gives, in the next verses. 
“ Nay, but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God ? Shall the 
thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? 
Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one 
vesse! unto honor, and another unto dishonor ? What if God, willing to 
show his wrath, and to make his power known, endured, with much 
Jong suffering, the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction; and that he 
might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy 
which he had afore prepared unto glory?” This is the answer which 
God gives to the objection, and it ought to silence the objector for 
ever. Butif youstil! repeat the objection, I would answer further, in 
the words of God, “ Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker! Let 
the potsherds strive with the potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay 
eay to him that fashioneth it, what makest thon’ o: vy work, he hath 
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no hands!” Is. 45.9. “Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty 
instruct him! He that reproveth God, let him answer it.” Jeb. 40.2 
Do you ask how the man can be to blame, whea acting under the de- 
eree and agency of God? I will tell you. He iutends evil. His de- 
sign is a wicked design. His spirit is a bad spirit. When God turn- 
ed the heart of the Egyptians to hate his people, they hated his peo- 
ple.. That hatred of God’s people was a wicked thing. They were 
to blame for hating God’s people. But whev God turned their heart 
to hate his people, he did right, because he did not hate his people 
himself, but loved them, and intended to make the hatred of the Egyp- 
tians work for their good. And so itis in all cases. Joseph’s breth- 
ren thought evil against him, and were to blame for it; bur God 
meant it unto good, and he did right. When God made use of the 
Assyrian to punish Judah, God meant to execute righteous judgment, 
and he did right; but the Assyrian meant not so, neither did his heart 
think so, and he did wrong; and when God had perfarmed his whole 
work with him, he punished him for his wickedness. in doing it. 
Ihave now one request to make. It is this, that when you have 
occasion to tell what my sentiments are, you will quote my own words 
If you wish to tell others what I believe, you are welcome to read 
them my creed. That is what I believe, for it is what the Bible says 
Will you tell me whether you believe it or not? A CALVINIST. 


DUTY OF CHRISTIAN COURAGE. 

When I reflect upon past events, I am led to think that there is 
nothing in which we are more to blame, than in the matter of Christian 
courage. For besides the value of the souls of our fellow-men, which 
ought to make us bold in their behalf, 1 am sure that when we go to 
work in a proper spirit, we shall find that much of the fear which is 
apt to damp our courage is groundless. In most cases, I believe, it is 
want of judgment, or of temper, which provokes the anger and the en- 
mity ofanoffender. If we convey to his mind the idea, that we deem 
ourselves better or holier than he is; or that we possess a wisdom to 
which he is a stranger, we shall be sure to rouse all the bad passions 
of the human heart into action; but if we speak in love, and as persons 
who feel that they are themselves poor unworthy sinners; and thus 
convince men that we have only their best interests at heart, then in 
most cases, truth will commend itself to their consciences, and in 
spite of themselves, they will be constrained to give a verdict against 
their vices. It has been well said, that if there is love in the heart, 
we may do any thing. In fact, if we goto work with a gracious spir 
it, God will surely be with us; and ifhe does not bless our Jabours, he 
will at all events protect and honor us. 

I have found this to be the case through life; and when I reflect 


upoo it, itonly makes me more ashamed of myself for not being more 
bold in my, Master's cause. I have gone on a Sunday evening into 
a public house, and spokentolarge drinking parties for many minutes, 
and even pulled out my Bible to tell them from the word of God the 
doom of those who do such things ; and instead of abuse have receiv 
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ed the thanks of the parties. The most remarkable instance of this 
nature, which I can call to mind, was at Cambridge; I had gone late 
one evening to an inn in the town, to dwait the arrival of a friend by 
the Norfolk coach. There was no parlour empty, it rained fast, and 
I was obliged to take a seatin the parlour, which was filled with the 
officers of a regiment which was pessing through the town. “I soon 
found that they were engaged in the most shameful discourse. I 
doubted what to do. To retire at once, scemed to be the easiest and 
safest for myself; but the feeling of pity for them came across me, 
and I thought they might perchance listen to a word which, with God’s 
blessing, might do them good. After praying for divine strength, I 
begged their Attention, and proceeded to point oui to them the sinful- 
ness of such language Being kindly heard, t ventured further to 
recommend to them a more excellent way; and for above ten minutes 
spoke to them of the things which belonged to their everlasting peacc. 
I begged them to bear patiently with the advice offered by one so 
much younger than many of themselves, and in fear and trembling 
awaited their reply. But how great, and how pleasant was my sur- 
prise, when I heard them, as with one consent, acknowledge the truth 
of what I said, and thank me in the most hearty manner for the friend 
ly interference. Nay, so kindly did they express themselves, that I 
was encouraged to pull out a bundle of tracts, and offer them to those 
who sat nearest me. I was afraid of 


ing too far by distributing 


5 
them around the room, and was putting the bundle into my pocket 
again, when the question was asked by many at the same time, “ will 
you oblige me with one, Sir?” And after parting with my whole 
stock, I left the room. 

Who knows but seed may have been scattered that night, which 
will be found in eternity not to have been fruitless? At all events, the 
occurrence stands as a memorial to the writer, that worldly fear is as 
foolish ag it is sinful ;—and -he often refers to itas a ground of deep 
humiliation before God, on account of the want of faithfulness in oth 
er instances. 

May the reader, whoever he be, take courage from it Only watch 
your spirit, and keep love in exercise, and go to work in prayer, and 
God will bless you. And even should you offend at the time, the day 


may come when the justice of your conduct may be owned with grat 


The poor as well as rich, the young as well as old, have the talent 
of influence given to them in this respect; and all who know the va! 
ue of a precious soul, ought surely to do what in them lies, to save i 


from the fatal consequences of sin.—E. Mag 
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ORDINATIONS AND INSTALLATIONS. 


1828, May 22, Ordained Rev. Daviv Sanprorp as Pastor of the 
Cong. Church in New Market, N. H. Sermon by Rev. G. C. Beckwith oi 
Lowell, Ms. from Rom. i. 16. 

1828, June 3d, Ordained Rev. Josern P. Tyuer as an Evangelist at 
West Stafford,Con. Sermon by Rev. Anse! Nash. 

1828, June 4th, Ordained Rev. E. W, Freeman as Pastor of the First 
Baptist Church in Lowell, Ms, 4 

1828, June 4th, Installed Rev. Tr motuy Srone as Pastor of the Cong 
Charch in Easthampton, Con. Sermon by Rev. Mr. Harvey of Westches- 
ter, from 2 Chron. vi. 41. 

1828, June 4th, Ordained Rev. Davip Austin over the Unitarian 
Church in Brighton, Ms. 

1828, June 18th, Ordained Rev. Asa P. Tewwy as Pastor of the Cong 
Churches in Hebron and Grafton. Sermon by Rev. Mr. Powers of Haver- 
hill. ‘ 

1828, July 2d, Ordained Rev. Joun Crosny as Pastor of the Trin 
Church in Castine, Me. 

1828, July 4th, Istalled Rev. Davip Damon as Pastor of the Cong 

Shurch in Salisbury and Amesbury, Ms. 
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FROM THE INVESTIGATOR 
ON PRAVER. 


The following beautiful lines, by James Montgomery, the author of the 


“ Wanderer of Switzerland,”’ though p« rhaps familiar to many of our read 


> 


ers, we publish by request. They will never be worn threadbare. 


PRAYER is the soul’s sincere desire : Praver is the contrite signer’s voice, 
Utter’d or unexpress’d Returning from his wavs ; 

The motion of a hidden fire, While Angels in their ngs rejoice 
That trembles in the breast And ery, “ Behold he prays!” 

Prayer is the burden of a sigh, In praver on earth, the saints are one 
The falling of a tear In w 1 deed, in mind, 

The upward glancing of an eve When with the Father and the Son 
When none but Gop is near Sweet fellowship they find 

Praver is the implest form of speex 1, Nor Prayer is made on earth alone; 
That infant lips can try The Holy Spirit pleads 

Praver the sublimest strains thatteach And Jesus on the eternal throne 
The Majesty on highs lor sinners intercedes. 


Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath, O Thou, by whom we come to God, 


The Christian’s native air ; The Life, the Truth, the Way 
T¥is watch-word nt the gates of death— The path of Prayer Thyselt hast troc 
He enters Heaven with Prayer. Lord, teach us how to pray 


ERRATA—>p. 97. bottom line—for came read come 
p. 98. 1. 18 from bottom —for stack r. stoek. 
p. 98.1. 3 from bottom—for naught r. nought. 
p. 110.1. 2 from top—for Hopkinsianism r. Hopkinsian 





p. 113. 1, 27 from top—after leave insert each. 

p- 113. 1. 10 from bottom—for views r. view 

p. 123. |. 13 from top—for eminent r. imminent. 

p- 126.1. 20 from top——for reputation r. refutation. 
p. 138. 1. 12 & 31. from top—for awe r. owe. 

p- 139. 1. 11 from top—for mighty r. weighty 

p. 139. 1. 19 from bottom—for last r. least. 


p. 142. |. 2 from bottom—for faith r. facts 
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